
Thinking Strategies 
 

Good readers are actively thinking about what they're reading.  Here are some 

strategies (in bold) that help children read for meaning and understand deeply.  The 

prompts written below each strategy can help adults to encourage children to use the 

strategy as they read. 
 

Readers…. 

 

Activate schema and make connections between new and known information. 

 What do you already know about ______? 

 Look at the title and the pictures in this story.  Do you already know some 

information about ______? 

Make inferences using background knowledge and clues from the text. 

 Use what you just read along with what you already know about ____ to figure it 

out. 

 You can re-read the words to figure out (infer) the meaning of that new word. 

Use sensory images to enhance comprehension and visualize the reading. 

 As you read that part of the text, what did you imagine the character 

looked/sounded like? 

 Try to imagine the characters and the story in your head as you read. 

Question the text in order to clarify ambiguity and deepen understanding. 

 Are you wondering about ______? 

 Use the pictures, title, and other parts of the story to think of a question. 

Determine importance in order to distinguish details from main ideas. 

 What are the important ideas you’re reading (sift important ideas from interesting 

ideas) 

 What should you remember from this section? 

Synthesize and extend thinking. 

 Tell about the important parts of what you just read in your own words. 

 How did you change your thinking after reading this? 

Monitor comprehension in order to make sure meaning is being constructed. 

 Listen to your inner voice as you read. 

 Notice when you don’t understand what you’re reading. 

Read and use fix-up strategies to repair confusion. 

 If you’re confused about what you’re reading, use a “fix-up” strategy (reread, 

read on, slow down, use background knowledge, or stop and summarize.) 


